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The decade before 1914 was a period of material prosperity
combined with industrial unrest. The prosperity came partly
from the stimulus of armaments—the greatest public-works
expenditure in each large country. The new powers gained by
organized labour and the scantiness of planned measures for
social security resulted in recurrent strikes on a large scale, after
1906. Significantly enough George Sorel's Reflections on Violence^
with its syndicalist arguments for a general strike as the central
revolutionary weapon of the future, first appeared in 1906: but
the conditions producing the result existed already. In the
same year, too, the C.G.T. adopted its Charter of Amiens,
which favoured the strike as the best method available for
political action. One reason why organized labour eschewed
direct political, parliamentary action and close alliance with
the Socialist parties, as was becoming the procedure in Great
Britain., was the apparent inefficacy of parliamentary action to
produce satisfactory social results. The powerful Radicals like
Clemenceau, representing peasants and small business folk,
were wont to emphasize the gulf of property rights which lay
between themselves and Socialism: and parliamentary Social-
ists seemed unlikely to be able to achieve anything without the
Radicals.
Both the persistence and the scale of the strikes made them
symptoms of a profound unrest and social sickness, which should
have been heeded more. There had been hundreds of small local
strikes in the eighteen-nineties, but in 1913 there were 1,073,
involving nearly a quarter of a million workers. Although, after
the law of 1892 setting up procedure for voluntary arbitration
between workers and employers, the proportion of strikes
settled by compromise tended to increase, so also did the num-
ber of 'sympathetic5 strikes, showing the growing solidarity and
class-consciousness of the workers fostered by the C.G.T. There
were agricultural strikes, like that of 1906, many of which were
protests against piece-work, and which led to riots, attacks on
farm-houses, and intimidation of blacklegs. They raised the
new problems of the landless labourers. There were strikes of
postal and telegraph workers in Paris, like that of 1908, which
brought to a crisis the question of how far State employees and

